INFORMATION RELEASABLE UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

NAME: 

Larry Wayne Simmons 

BRANCH OF SERVICE AND SERIAL/SERVICE NUMBER(S): 

United States Navy B40 33 79 

DATES OF SERVICE: 

February 21, 1966 - May 23, 1966 Reserve 

May 24, 1966 - May 22, 1970 Active Duty 

May 23, 1970 - June 22, 1973 Reserve 

June 23, 1973 - August 31, 1993 Active Duty 

DUTY STATUS: 

Retired . ..... 

RANK/GRADE: 

Commander --- 

SALARY: 

n/a - 

SOURCE OF COMMISSION: 

N/A 

PROMOTION SEQUENCE NUMBER: 

N/A 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS: 

Seal Team Two NAB & Underwater Demolition Team, Little Creek, Norfolk, VA; 

U.S. Naval Support Activity Saigon, RVN; Seal Team Five; SPECBOATU Twelve; 
COMNAVSPECWARGRU One; Cine UNC/CFC Seoul Korea; NAVPGSCOL, Monterey, CA; U.S. 

Def. Liaison GRP, Indonesia; COMPHIBGRU Two; Comphibron Six; NAVPHIBSCOL 

Coronado San Diego, CA 

MILITARY EDUCATION: 

See attachment 

DECORATIONS AND AWARDS: 

See attachment 

TRANSCRIPT OF COURT-MARTIAL TRIAL: 

"Not on file" -— 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

See attachment 

PLACE OF ENTRY: 

AFEES, Cincinnati, OH 

PLACE OF SEPARATION: 

PERSUPP Det. Coronado, CA 

FOR DECEASED VETERAN ONLY 

PLACE OF BIRTH 

DATE OF DEATH 

LOCATION OF DEATH 

PLACE OF BURIAL 

NOTE: N/A denotes information is not available in the veteran’s records 
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"* COMMANBCt • 

UNITED STATES HAVJU WCtS 

mftli a u ' 


VIETNAM 


The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting Lhe 
Navy Commendation Medal to 


LARRY W. SIMMONS 
QUARTERMASTER SECOND CLASS 
UNITED STATES NAVY 


lor service as set forth in the following 
CI TAT fON 

lieroic achievement while serving with tricnJlv loreien forces 
engaged in armed conflict against the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
communist aggressors in the Republic of Vietnam on 2 6 November 1968. 
Petty Office! SIMMONS was attached to the FOURTH I'iatoon, United 
States Navy SEAL Team, Detachment ALFA, participating in a mission 
into enemy controlled territory in Kien Clang Province. Volunteering 
to leave the security of a wooded area in which his fellow squad members 
were concealed, Petty Officer SIMMONS and one companion moved into an 
open rice paddy in full view of a heavily defended enemy stronghold In 
order to attempt the capture of a Viet Cong suspect. When they had 
approached to within twenty meters of their quarry, the Viet Cong sus¬ 
pect turned and raised his rifle. Reacting instantly, Petty Officer 
SIMMONS together with his fellow SEAL took the enemy under fire killing 
him. Almost immediately thereafter, heavy enemy fire from small arm3 
and fifty caliber machine gun emplacements enveloped their position. 
Despite his exposure to this intense volume of enemy fire, he assisted 
hie teanmu-te in retrieving the weapon and ammunition from the dead 
Viet Cong. Petty Officer SIMMONS’ courage under fire and devotion to 
duty were In keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service." 

Petty Officer SIMMONS is authorized to wear the Combat "V". 


For the Secretarv of the Navy 


rfb. 


''E. Ty7ZUMVALT, J L, 

Vice Admiral, U. S^Navy 
Commander Mi A, Naval Forces, Vietnam 








DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
HAS AUTHORIZED THE AWARD OF THE 

.JOINT SERVICE COMMENDATION MEDAL 

TO TTFinTN ANT (XM-1ANEER LARRY W. SITMCNS 

IWrCED STATES NAVY 


FOR EXCEPTIONALLY MERTIVFIOIB SERVICE AS 

u.amcKAL «*» «*» "™f 

STATES NAVY. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 12m DAY of SEPTEMBER lSe-, 


U STK/'tUSA — 

OOMMA.M) OU Of H«.K 




ski: n kta Moratf t n s k 
WILLIAM T. LIVSEY 


GENERAL, UNITED STATES ARMY 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, UNC CFC 
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(Eitatum 

TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 

meritorious S’eruire fHebal 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER LARRY W. SIMMONS, L I TED STATES NAVY 


For exceptionally merit-orious service as the Operations Officer, 
Special Operations Command, Korea, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
C3, Republic of Korea/United States Combined forces Command, from November 
1983 to August 1985. Through his initiative, imagination, and hard work, 
in planning and executing combined tri-service unconventional warfare 
activities he made significant contributions to special operations in the 
Korean theater and increased t'.e operational readiness of the Combined 
Forces Command. 


Lieutenant Commander Simmons' outstanding performance of duty 1 - in 
keeping with the finest traditions of the military service and reflects 
great credit upon him, this command, and the military services. 

Certified To Be 
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COMMANDER 
UNITED STATES NAVA1 EOICIS 
VIETNAM 


The Secretary of Che Navy tek.ee pleeeure In presenting the 
Navy Commendation Medal to 



LARRY W. SIMMONS 
QUARTERMASTER SECOND CLASS 
UNITED STATES NAVY 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION 


"For heroic achievement while serving with friendly foreign forces 
engaged in armed conflict against the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
communist aggressors in the Republic of Vietnam on 26 November 1968. 
Petty Officer SIMMONS was attached to the FOURTH Platoon, United 
States Navy SEAL Team, Detachment ALFA, participating in a mission 
into energy controlled territory in Kien Clang Province. Volunteering 
to leuve the security of a wooded area in which his fellow squad members 
were concealed, Petty Officer SIMMONS and one companion moved into an 
opea rice paddy in i !1 view of a heavily defended enemy stronghold In 
order to attempt the capture ot a Viet Cong suspect. When they had 
approached to within twenty meters of their quarry, the Viet Cong sus¬ 
pect turned and raised his riflv. .Reacting Instantly, Petty Officer 
SIMMONS together with his fellow SFAL took the enemy ur«', 2 r lire kill-ins 
him. Almost Immediately thereafter, heavy enemy fire ft on small arms 
and fifty caliber machine gun emplacements envelope'! their position. 
Despite hf- exposure to this intense volume of enemy fire, he assisted 
his teammate in retrieving the weapon end ammunition from the dead 
Viet Cong. Petty Officei SIMMONS* courage ander fire and devoilon to 
duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service." 

Petty O f ft .er SIMMONS la authorized to wear the Combat "V". 


For Che Secretary ot the Navy 
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TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 

tk'fnuu' iHmtoriouH Smiir? fHphal 

TO 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER LARPY rf. SIMMONS, UNITED STATES NAVY 

For exceptionally meritorious service a? the Operations Officer, 
Special Operations Command, Korea, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
C3, Republic of Korea/United States Combined Forces Command, from November 
1983 to August 1985. Through his initiative, imagination, and hard work, 
in planning a J executing combined tri-service unconventional warfare 
activities he made significant contributions to special operations the 
Korean theater and increased the operational readiness of the Combined 
Forces Command. 


Lieutenant Commander Simmons* outstanding performance of duty is in 
keeping with the finest traditions of the military service ana reflects 
great credit upon him, this command, and the military services. 
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COMMAwrvrp 
UNITED STATES NAVAt EOBCE5 
VIETNAM 


E The Secretary of the Navy cakea pleasure in presenting the 
Navy Commendation Medal to 


LARRY W. SLMM0N6 
QUARTERMASTER SECOND CLASS 
UNITED STATES NAVY 


for service .a set forth in the following 
CITATION 

"For heroic achievement while serving with friendly foreign forces 
engaged in armed conflict against the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong 
communist. aggressors In the Republic of Vietnam on 26 November .968. 
PeLtv Officer SIMMONS was attached to the FOURTH Platoon, United 
States Navy SEAL Team, Deter ..ant <d.FA, participating in a mission 
Into enemy controlled terris ,ry in K.ier; Clang Province. Volunteering 
to leave the security of a wooded arer. in which his fellow squad merger; 
were concealed, Petty Officer SIMMONS and one companion moved into an 
open rice paddy in full view of a heavily deferded enemy stronghold in 
order to at-empt the capture of a Viet Cong suspjel. When they had 
approached ta within twenty meters of their quarry, the Vle.t Cong sus¬ 
pect turned and i Used His rifle. Reacting Instantly, Pet.y Officer 
SIMMONS together with his fel. jw SEAL took ttie enemy under fire killing 
hie ALuost Immediately thereafter, heavy enemy fire from siall aras 
anJ fifty caliber machine gun emplacements envel.ped their position. 
Despite his exposure to t is !ut ,:nse volume of enemy fire, he assisted 
his teammate in reuievln ,e weapon and aNMunicion from the dead 
Viet Cong. Petty Otfic: oi.'iMONS ' courage aider fire and devotion to 
u .ty were in keep)-,, wit., the highest traditions of the United Star..-. 
Naval Service.’ 

Petty Officer SIMMONS la authorized to wear the Combat "V". 


For .he Secretary f the N 
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(Uljtcf of 2faual ODperatimis 


The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (Gold Star in lieu of the Fourth Award; to 

COMMANDER 

LARRY W. SIMMONS o _ 

UNITED STATES NAVY J) ' 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For outstanding meritorious service as Commanding Officer of 
Sea, Air and Land (SEAL) Team FIVE from August 1991 through August 
1993. Commander Simmons performed his duties in an exemplary and 
highly professional manner. Displaying bold leadership, operational 
acumen, and extraordinary resourcefulness, SEAL Team FIVE reached new 
heights of warfighting readiness. The only SEAL command to 
successfully train, equip, and deploy eight platoons simultaneously, 
he personally led his men on six highly successful major exercises of 
FOAL EAGLE 91 and 92, ULCHI FOCUS LENS 92, TEAM SPIRIT 93, JRTC 92-4, 
and 93-4 that drew widespread acclaim for Naval Special Warfare. His 
innovations in Arctic terrain warfare, urban warfare, foreign 
internal defense training, and extensive integration with Korean 
Special Warfare counterparts has produced a far reaching positive 
impact on the operational readiness of SEAL Team FIVE. Commander 
Simmons' outstanding professionalism, sound initiative, and 
unrelenting devotion to duty reflected great credit upon himself and 
were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. 

For the President, 


T 2 ; ; n 

F. B. KELSO, II 
Admiral, United States Navy 
Chief of Naval Operations 
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rrho president of the United States 

MERITORIOUS* SERVT?.E MEDAL (Gold Star 


takes 
in lieu 


pleasure in presenting 
of the Third Award) t: 


for service as sec - 
CITATION: 
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COMMANDER 
r APRV W. SIMMONS 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

in the following 


,_ while serving 

For outstanding Spe cial Warfare Center, 

as Exe cut ’ a Officer ; to June 1991. 

San Diego, California ^ *t s demanding duties in an 
Commander Simmons per----■ **T manner. Demonstrating 
exemplary and highly pro management, and 

dynamic 1 e 3 Q e r s h ' t ess he executed with total 

exceptional resourc^ftn^.h t streS sed "train 

success a training P h , li ^°P ny 1 invo ivement in every 
smarter not harder." HU personal d ln lowe r 

aspect of the ommand directly r aU courses . 

attrition and with high visibility 
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and P limited resources C s ° u T por t the national objective 
diligence and Owus t p ? gtions For ces. In addition, 

to revitalize „,pec.al h-- development of twenty 

he was the catalyst for^ the e p impr0V ements in 

advanced courses «• doctrine. Bv his superb 

p rofVsslonalls.l 

States Naval Service. 


Ec 


resident. 


/ 




F. 

Admiral, 

Chief o 


B. KELSO, II 
United States Navy 
f Naval Operations 


‘or file in BuP«r» 
teoord QP-09B35 





















rAuufkmci lu rw;cc 
UHino statis pacific flut 


3i 



'The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
a Gold Star in lieu of the third 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 
LAPRY WAYNE SIMMONS 

Lieutenant commander 

UNITED STATES NAVY 
for service ns set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

"For outstanding meritorious service as Naval Special Warfare Officer, Staff, Commander 
Naval Surface Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet from December 1987 to December 1988. 
Lieutenant (.ommandcr SIMMONS performed his duties in ai> exemplary and highly 
professional manner. He expertly provided extensive and vital planning and execution of 
Naval Special Warfare operations in the Arabian Gulf in support of operation "EARNEST 
WILL." He revised Commander Naval Surface Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet Operation t)rder 
201, drafted and reviewed Memorandums of Agreement and instructions in view of 
Secretary of Defense directed changes in Operational Control and Air Defense Control of 
Naval Special Warfare forces. He skillfully supervised and managed three Focal Point 
Systems, involving Department of Defense and other activities jointly coordinating with 
the 3taff concerning Naval Special Warfare, Mine Warfare, and Explosive Ordnance 
matters. His professional knowledge and untiring efforts during a review of Naval Special 
Warfare ‘raining and readiness coupled with a comprehensive revision of Naval Warfare 
Publication 15-1 were vital to increased readiness of Naval Special Warfare Pacific 
Forces. Lieutenant Commander SIMMONS' professionalism and devotion to duty reflected 
great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service." 


For the President, 








X4TI 



COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLU? 



Hie President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
a Gold Star in lieu of the third 
MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 

'•i 3 y 'i - i 7 y y 

LARRY WAYNE SIMMONS 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
UNITED STATES NAVY 
for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

"For outstanding meritorious service as Naval Special Warfare Officer, Staff, Commander 
Nazal Surface Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet from December 1987 to December 1988. 
Lieutenant Commander SIMMONS performed his duties i an exemplary and highly 
professional manner. He expertly provided extensive and vital planning and execution of 
Naval Special Warfare operai. ns in the Arabian Gulf In support of operation "EARNEST 
WILL." He revised Commander Naval Surface Force, U. S. Pacific rieet Operation Order 
201, drafted and reviewed Memorandums of Agreement and instructions in view of 
Secretary of Defen e directed changes in Operational Control and Air Defe,je Control of 
Naval Special Warfare forces. He skillfully supervised and manageJ three Focal Point 
Systems, involving Department of Defense and other activities jrinily coordinating with 
the staff concerning Naval Special Warfare, Mine Warfare, end Explosive Ordnance 
matters. His professional kn.'V.edge and untiring efforts during a review of Naval Special 
Warfare training and readiness coupled with e compreher-sive revision of Naval Warfare 
Publication 15-1 were vital to increased readiness of Naval Special Warfare Pacific 
Forces. Lieutenant Commander SIMMONS' professionalism and devotion to duty reflected 
groat credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Naval Service." 


For the President, 



DAVID E. JEP.EMI/ 
Admiral, U.S. Nav 
Commander in Chief U.S. PaV 
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

UNITft/ STATfS ^ACtrir H»fT 


The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting _ 
the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 
LARRY W. SIMMONS 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
UNITED STATES NAVY 
for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

"Fir outstanding meritorious service as ^ x * CUt ^L^' sThMONS duties"^ 

1986 throat. November 1987 L.eu.en aM Com manrter^SIMMONS pet m 

or exemplar, aod highl, proles,,o^ ^mr. H.s toW ^ Fj<( . rc>ise<1 

si. sped the operational character and comba .. . new safety and quali' nation 

and implemented the commar.i traimng^progr^ equipment, and planned and 

programs, initiated procurement soaces He prepared numerous operational 

supervised a major renovation of command in Chief U.5. Pacific 

platoons for deployment, mclu »"S observing their training, overseeing their 

Fleet directed missions, by !*''».>, rea{ jiness. His skill as an administrator 
outfitting, and evaluating their ope amassed on inspections ranging from 

^ssz r«« -a, 

For ■ >e President, 


/h/ok<<^2 ^W^****^- 


DAVID E. JEREMIAH 
Admiral, 06. Navy 

Commander in ChW U.S. Pacific Fleet 
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COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLFFT 


The President ol the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 

LARRY W. SIMMONS ' >/ \V.\-\ 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
UNITED STATES NAVY 
for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

Toi outstanding meritorious service as Executive Officer, SEAL Team Five from June 
986 hrough November 1987. Lieutenant Commander SIMMONS performed his duties : n 
an < .mplary and highly professional manner. His total involvement in the command 
<ha, :d the operational character and combat readiness of SEAL learn Five. He revised 
aad implemented the command training program, instituted new safety and qualification 
programs, initiated procurement of mission essential equipment, and planned and 
supervised a major renovation of command spaces. He prepared numerous operational 
platoons for deployment, including two for classified Commander in Chief U.5. Pacific 
Fleet directed missions, by personally observing their training, overseeing their 
outfitting, and evaluating their operational readiness. His s!:il! as an administrator 
resulted in the near perfect record SEAL Team Five amassed on inspections ranging from 
Administration to Nuclear Weapons Proficiency. Lieutenant Commander c IMMON5’ 
professionalism and devotion to duty reflected great credit upon himself and were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the Uni ed States Naval Service." 

For the President, 



Admiral, UC5. Navy 

Commander in Ctvef U.5. Pacific Fleet 
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